
HB 501 -- HUMAN SEXUALITY COURSE MATERIALS

SPONSOR: Montecillo

COMMITTEE ACTIONS: Voted "Do Pass by Consent" by the Standing
Committee on Emerging Issues in Education by a vote of 12 to 0.
Voted "Do Pass by Consent" by the Select Committee on Rules by a
vote of 9 to 0.

This bill requires any course materials and instruction relating to
human sexuality and sexually transmitted diseases in a public or
charter school to teach students about the dangers of sexual
predators, including on-line predators. Pupils must be taught how
to behave responsibly and remain safe on the Internet and the
importance of having open communication with responsible adults and
reporting any inappropriate situation, activity, or abuse. Any
course materials and instruction must also teach pupils about the
consequences, both personal and legal, of inappropriate text
messaging, even among friends.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill will ensure children are
educated regarding the potential dangers of sexual predators and
the increased risks that are associated with the digital age.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Montecillo; Missouri
Kids First; Lauren Everett; Missouri Catholic Conference; and
Missouri National Education Association.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.


